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PREFACE 

Ports  are  man-made  features  of  the  landscape.   Their  purpose  is 
singular;  that  is,  to  provide  a  point  of  contact  between  ships  which 
operate  on  maritime  space  and  land.   They  are  nodes  where  maritime  and 
inland  transport  routes  meet  to  facilitate  the  transfer  of  goods  and 
people  from  one  conveyance  type  to  another, 

A  survey  of  the  literature  reveals  a  certain  preoccupation  that 
geographers  have  with  port  studies.   Their  interest  has  evolved  for  several 
reasons.   Ports  serve  definite  areas  called  hinterlands.   The  movement  of 
commodities  derived  from  or  destined  for  hinterlands  are  funnelled  through 
port  facilities,  and  an  analysis  of  the  goods  involved  has  great  utility 
in  determining  the  nature,  productivity,  and  general  economic  status  of 
hinterland  and  port  alike.   The  international  flavor  of  most  port  traffic 
facilitates  the  collection  of  revenue  through  customs  duties  and  as  such, 
statistics  recording  the  movement  of  goods  and  people  are  rigidly  kept 
and  available  for  study.   Furthermore,  many  commodities  experience  break-in- 
bulk  and  subsequent  handling  in  ports.   This  requires  the  presence  of  a  labor 
force  which  demands  goods  and  services,  a  major  catalysis  for  urbanization. 
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Perhaps  the  most  significant  contribution  made  by  a  geographer's 
study  of  a  port  involves  the  determination  of  the  port's  spatial  organizations, 
Focus  directed  at  hinterlands,  forelands,  and  maritime  space  enables  the 
investigator  to  establish  many  relevant  characteristics  concerning  the 
location  and  degree  of  interaction  with  other  portions  of  earth  space.  As 
a  result  of  these  efforts,  the  port  is  placed  in  a  tru :  ?.ocal,  national,  and 
international  context  and  from  this  evolves  the  more  salient  aspects  of 
regionality. 

If  a  port  intends  to  maximize  its  trade  volume,  every  effort  must 
be  expended  to  convince  exporters  and  Importers  of  the  advantages  of 
shipping  goods  through  the  facility  in  question.  Each  port  possesses 
advantages  in  freight  rates,  transshipment  times,  linkages,  and  other 
amenities  for  handling  cargo  generated  from  or  bound  for  its  hinterland. 
The  presence  and  degree  of  these  primacies  are  reflected  in  the  prosperity 
of  port  and  hinterland  alike.  Works  in  port  geography  have  defined  a 
hinterland  in  a  variety  of  ways;  however,  all  definitions  have  one  common 
focus,  an  inseparable  economic  relationship  between  a  port  and  the  area 
it  serves, 

Weigend  cites  the  presence  of  a  hinterland  as  "organized  and  developed 
land  space  which  is  connected  with  a  port  by  means  of  transport  lines  and 
which  receives  or  ships  goods  through  that  port."  He  also  expands  the  spatial 
qualities  of  ports  to  include  "maritime  space"  which  Is  the  space  "between 
port  and  foreland,  organized  as  a  reflection  of  economic  activity  in  adjacent 
land  areas"  and  "foreland",  the  land  area  which  lies  on  the  seaward  side  of 
the  port,  beyond  maritime  space  and  with  which  the  port  is  connected  by  ocean 
carriers. 
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In  defense  of  the  hinterland  concept  and  its  identification,  Morgan 
attacks  the  thesis  advanced  by  Sargent  that  "  it  is  impossible  in  most  case? 

to  define  an  actual  boundary  of  a  hinterland the  hinterland  has  no 

meaning  apart  from  the  movement  of  goods  and  fails  to  fit  neatly  into  any 
geographic  or  cartographic  framework."   Morgan  maintains  that  a  port  will 
generally  have  a  hinterland  for  each  commodity  that  enters  into  its  trade 
thus  resulting  in  a  multitude  of  hinterlands.  When  the  nature  of  the 
commodity,  the  mechanism  of  sea  transport,  and  the  influence  of  political 
policies  are  viewed  through  their  interaction  V7ith  one  another,  the  areal 
extent  and  structure  of  hinterlands  display  considerable  variation.  The 
net  result  is  a  distinct  ordering  or  hierarchy  of  hinterlands. 

This  bibliography  constitutes  the  largest  and  most  up-to-date 
collection  of  port  studies  from  a  geographic  and  economic  point  of  view. 
The  listing  was  compiled  for  three  reasons:   (1)  to  focus  the  attention  of 
planners  on  an  urban  form  which  exerts  an  areal  influence  far  out  of  prcpor- 
tion  to  its  size,  (2)  to  introduce  the  planner  to  the  field  and  contributior.s 
of  port  geography,  and  (3)  to  stimulate  further  research,  frcm  a  planner's 
viewpoint,  in  the  analysis  of  ports  and  their  characteristics. 
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